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Q What was your favourite book when you were a child?
A We did Beowulf at junior school, and I loved it.
Grendel seemed such a brilliant monster

Q Who is your favourite illustrator?

A Maxfield Parrish, an American illustrator who
worked in the early 1900s. He painted for all sorts
of books, including children’s books.

Q What do you enjoy most about making illustrations
Jfor books?

A The process of creating something totally new
from a vague idea. Each picture is a journey - 'm
usually lost when I start and gradually find my way
to the end, and it all makes sense then.

Q What kind of paint do you use for your dragon paintings?
A Gouache and watercolour, although I'm keen to
make the leap to oil paint.

Q Do you always make drawings in pencil first?

A Yes. It’s a process that tends to start with research

and simple doodles, then better and better drawings
until I make a final drawing to trace down onto
watercolour paper.

Q Have you ever seen a dragon?
A1 think I see dragons - in rocks,
under the sea and in places like that.

Q Would you like to write a book as well
as doing the illustrations?
A Maybe...

Q Which dragons do your children like best?
A Louis (age 9) can’t decide - he says he
likes all of them! But Billy (age 12) really
likes Bladderwrack and Driftwood,
the two tiny dragons on the beach.

CAr awery young age, Lloved.to make pictures.

Theyavere often inspired. by ny dreams, wishes of. fantasies.
FEvefsince then, Lve nevey jeally stopped diawing, paming
andypaking thingss At fias always beepa.passion.?
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If you want to find Brett Breckon,
you could try looking for him in

one of three places. There's the beach,
where you might spot him in his wetsuit,
carrying a surfboard and hoping for the
great waves that hit the coasts of west

i ‘Wales. Another day, he might be out at
sea, paddling his kayak to some of the

i
most deserted coves, caves and islands.

H Or, perhaps best of all, you might

find him 1in his studio, wielding the
finest paintbrush you've seen, and

quietly painting the eye of a dragon.
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